
“The Importance of Being 
Earnest” by Oscar Wilde



• Pay attention to questions in Blue Font.

• After reading selection, you will be required to 
answer them.

Note to Students:



Spell out theTEKS (Inference, Point of View,

ELEMENTS OF DRAMA= identify and examine unique 
elements of drama, such as character, dialogue, and stage 
directions

• Who are the characters in “The Importance of Being 
Earnest”?

PLAYWRIGHT = define playwright

CHARACTER FOILS= examine how the author uses character 
foils to emphasize characteristics

• Why are Jack and Lady Bracknell foils for one another?

Focus on selected TEKS (FIG19B, )



Drama differs from other genres 
because it is meant to be performed. 
It strips the text down to four basic 
aspects:

• Setting = where and when the play 
takes place

• Character = who the play is about

• Dialogue = what the characters say 
to each other or themselves

• Stage directions = what the 
characters do or how they deliver 

their lines

Elements of Drama (4.A)

1. Circle and read the character
and setting descriptions. 
Make predictions

2. Highlight stage directions as 
you read.

3. What does the dialogue
reveal?



Character Foils are two drastically 
different characters that are used in 
the same scene to emphasize the 
characteristics of one another.

Playwrights rely heavily on 
characterization to add complexity 
to a play.

• How is Jack described?

• How does Jack act?

• What does Jack say?

• What do other characters 
think of Jack?

Character Foils

How is Lady Bracknell characterized 
throughout the excerpt?
What does she think? What does she 
say? What does she do? How do other 
characters interact with her?



Playwright

A playwright is a person who 
writes plays. Oscar Wilde was a 
novelist and a playwright. 

Other famous playwrights 
include:

• William Shakespeare 

• Arthur Miller 

• Anton Chekhov

• Edward Albee

The best English playwright of all time! 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE



Building Background (Oscar Wilde)
• Born in 1854 in Dublin, Oscar Wilde was a son of a 

surgeon and a writer.

• He published a variety of poetry, the novel The Picture 
of Dorian Gray , and a variety of comedies, such as “The 
Importance of Being Earnest” and “An Ideal Husband”

• In 1884, Oscar married his wife Constance and had two 
sons, but he had a long time affair with Lord Alfred 
Doulgas.

• His career and personal life were ruined when a lawsuit 
involving Douglas’ father publicized his personal life and 
he was arrested for gross indecency and sentenced to 
two years of hard labor. His mental self esteem and 
reputation never recovered. 

“The Importance of Being Earnest” is a comedic play set in 
Britain about  a driven, but selfish small town man named 

Jack / Ernest who creates a web of lies to 
live out his materialistic dreams. 



• Wealth

• Cloakroom

• Handbag

• Resort

• Aristocracy

“The Importance of Being Earnest” Vocabulary



psjaisd.us    facebook.com/psjaisd    twitter.com/psjaisd
All materials, content and forms contained in this presentation are the intellectual property of PSJA ISD 

and may not be copied, reproduced, distributed or displayed without PSJA ISD’s express written permission. 

If written permission is granted, information may be used accompanied 
by an acknowledgement that PSJA ISD is the source.


