
Earthlings 

 
Terrícola 



Earthling:  an inhabitant of the earth (used especially in 
science fiction by members of alien species). 

 

 
Synonyms:  humankind, person, habitant, dweller 

Discussion:  What are some things that earthlings have in common?  

Sample Sentence:  The aliens had many wonderful things to teach 
Earthlings, especially about time. 

CIF [Classroom Talk] Despite the similarities among earthlings, what 
type of things can cause them to not get along?  Be ready to share your 
response with the class.  



Humungous 

 
Gigantesco 

 



Humungous:  very large; enormous 
 

 
Synonyms:  astronomical, colossal, elephantine, enormous, giant 

Discussion:  What is something humungous in this room? 

Sample Sentence:  The humongous clouds darkened the sky and hid 
the mountain from view. 

CIF [Classroom Talk] What is something humongous you have seen?  
Be ready to share your response with the class.  



Maintenance 

 
Mantenimiento 

 
 
  



Maintenance:  regular service to keep an item in good 
condition 

 

 
Synonyms:  preservation, conservation, continuation, keeping up 

Discussion:  Why is important to perform maintenance on objects? 

Sample Sentence:   My mother gets the oil changed in her car every 
3,000 miles as part of a maintenance plan to keep the car running well. 
CIF [Think-Pair-Share]  What is something that you or someone in your 
household performs maintenance on?  Turn to a partner and share your 
response.  Be ready to share your response with the class. 



 

Model 

 
Modelo  



Model:  a smaller-scaled three-dimensional 
representation of something.  

 
Synonyms: replica, copy, representation, imitation, duplicate, lookalike 

Discussion:  What is the purpose for crafting a model of something? 

Sample Sentence:  Sam really likes building model airplanes and flying 
them around the yard. 
CIF [Writing to Learn]  Describe something you like would to make a 
model of.  Be ready to share your response with the class.  



Periodic 

 
 

Periódico    



Periodic:  recurring at regular intervals, or periods of 
time.  

 
Synonyms:  regular, at fixed intervals, recurring, repeated, cyclical  

Discussion:  What are some periodic events we participate in at school? 

Sample Sentence:  My sister and I received periodic dental checkups 
twice a year. 

CIF [Think-Pair-Share]  Discuss a time that a periodic event in your life 
was disrupted.  Be ready to share your response with the class.  

 



Propulsion 

 
Propulsión 

 



Propulsion: the force that pushes something forward. 

 
Synonyms:  thrust, motive force, impulse, driving, surge, momentum 

Discussion:  Why do spaceships need propulsion to exit out of the 
Earth’s atmosphere? 

Sample Sentence:  Unable to stop the propulsion of the boat, Jason 
slammed the craft into the jagged rocks. 

CIF [Think-Write-Pair-Share]  Create a sentence with the vocabulary 
word.  Turn to a partner and share your response. Be ready to share 
your sentence with the class.  


