
Focus & Instruction

• ELAR 8th Grade

• Fiction: The Night Before Christmas by Tomás Rivera



Fiction Review
• Quickly Review PowerPoints from Week 1.1 (POV & 

Theme), 1.2 (Character Analysis & Conflict-Resolution), & 
2.1 (Plot)

• Sensory & Figurative Language



Point of View = the standpoint from which 
the story is told

From which point of view is Freak the 
Mighty written in?

Theme – the message, lesson or moral of 
the story

What is the theme in the excerpt from           
Freak the Mighty? 

Focus on selected TEKS:  (8.6B & 8.6C)



Types of Point of View

• First Person Point of View = the 
narrator is a character in the 
story; story may be told in a 
subjective way

Pronouns Used: I, me, myself, 
us, we

• Third Person Point of View = the 
author or narrator tells the story 
from an outside perspective; may 
be more objective, or neutral

Pronouns Used: he/she, 
his/hers, they/them

Point of View (8.6C Analyze different forms of point of view)



Point of View (8.6C Analyze different forms of point of view)

Types of Point of View (con’t)

• Third Person Limited = narrator 
knows the thoughts, feelings and 
actions of only one character in 
the story

• Third Person Omniscient =
narrator knows everything
(thoughts, feelings and actions) 
about all characters in the story

Subjective Point of View 
biased in a personal 
way; resulting from personal
feelings, beliefs assumptions

Objective Point of View
unaffected by personal 
feelings; without bias; 
based on facts or real 
situations



Examples of Common Themes

• Overcoming Adversity 

• Accepting others for who they are 

• Believe in yourself 

• Work together

• Never judge a book

Theme (8.6B)



Character Traits- Descriptions of 
what character looks like, thinks, does, or 
says.

Character Analysis/Conflict-Resolution  (8.6B)

What does Joey say he wants 
from his father?

What does Joey’s father do 
when he sees Joey’s mom?



Character Analysis-
Studying a character’s 
traits and how other 
characters react to 
them in order to 
understand what kind 
of person they are.

Character Analysis/Conflict-Resolution  (8.6B)

Why does Joey’s mom purse her 
lips before answering Joey?

Why does Joey think about the 
good and bad things that have 
happened?



Conflict- A problem that the character faces in 
the story. There are two types:

Character Analysis/Conflict-Resolution  (8.6B)

•Internal-
A struggle 

with one’s 
self.

•External-
A struggle 
with an 
outside 
force.



• Person vs. Self 
(Internal) -

A struggle between 
the character 
and his/her 
thoughts and 
feelings.

Character Analysis/Conflict-Resolution  (8.6B)

How do Joey’s parents create 
an internal conflict for him?



Character Analysis/Conflict-Resolution  (8.6B)

What causes the friction 
between Joey’s parents?

Person vs. Person (External) -A struggle 
between two characters in the story.



Person vs. Society-

A struggle 
between the 
character and rules/ laws 
of a society or a group of 
society’s members.

Character Analysis/Conflict-Resolution  (8.6B)



Person vs. Nature-

A struggle 
between the 
character and 
elements of nature 
that are out of their 
control.

Character Analysis/Conflict-Resolution  (8.6B)



Conflict Resolution- The manner in which a 
problem is dealt with and the results of those 
actions
*Remember that not all resolutions end happily, or in the favor of 
the main character*

Character Analysis/Conflict-Resolution  (8.6B)

What does Joey do to 
deal with his inability to 
focus and sit still?



ELEMENTS OF PLOT= identify the elements of PLOT such as 
characters, setting, conflict, exposition, rising action, climax,

falling action, and resolution.

• What is PLOT? Plot concerns the organization of the main 
events of a work of fiction. Most plots will trace some 
process of change in which characters are caught up in a 
conflict that is eventually resolved.

Focus on selected TEKS (8.6A)



Elements of Plot (8.6A)



1. EXPOSITION

This usually occurs at the beginning of a short 

story.  Here the characters are introduced.  
We also learn about the setting of the story. 

This section also presents other facts 

necessary to understanding the story.

Elements of Plot (8.6A)



Important Parts of the Exposition

• Setting

– Time

– Place

• Characters

– Protagonist: The main character; the hero

– Antagonist: The character who is in conflict with the 
protagonist in some way; ex.) the “bad guy”

• Static: Character stays the same

• Dynamic: Character changes in some way

Elements of Plot (8.6A)



Point of View
• 1st person

– This is where the story is told through a main 
character's eyes. The story is told using 1st person 

personal pronouns such as I, me, we, or us.

• 3rd person limited

– This is where the narrator is not a character in the story 
and talks about the characters. The narrator has a 
limited perspective and can only read one character's 
mind, feelings, and motive

• 3rd person omniscient

– This is where the narrator is not a character in the story 
and is "all-knowing". This type of narrator can read 
every character's feelings, motives, and thoughts.

Elements of Plot (8.6A)



2. RISING ACTION

The rising action includes all 
the events that lead to the 
climax. It also presents some 
type of conflict.

Elements of Plot (8.6A)



CONFLICT

• The struggle between two forces in the story. Conflict 
provides interest, suspense, and tension. 

There are 4 types

-Character vs. Character-* two or more characters have a 
problem

-Character vs. Nature-* characters have to fight against a 
force of nature. Ex/ storm, disease

-Character vs. Society-*character fights against rules of 
society. Ex/ a character fights racism

-Character vs. Self-* The character is dealing with an internal 
struggle. Usually moral

Ex/ Tom Sawyer doesn’t know if he should testify in court 

against Joe.

Elements of Plot (8.6A)



3. CLIMAX

The “high point”. This is the turning point 

of the story. Usually the main character 
comes face to face with a conflict. The main 

character will change in some way

Elements of Plot (8.6A)



4. FALLING ACTION

All loose ends of the plot are 
tied up. The conflict(s) and 
climax are taken care of.

Elements of Plot (8.6A)



5. RESOLUTION

The story comes to a reasonable ending.

Elements of Plot (8.6A)



Fiction (New lesson)
• Sensory & Figurative Language



Teacher’s Instructions for
Journal Notes:

•You will only copy the RED words!!

•Please write neatly.



Focus on selected TEKS (8.8 Fig 19D)



Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)



Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)

The campfire crackled 
quietly in the night.



Read and think about it…

I could feel the sun baking my 
face as I ran so fast that my heart 
was about to pound out of my 
chest! I could almost taste the 
bitter gun powder from the 
terrifying shots that rang out in 
the street. Blood littered the 
street as I continued to run, not 
even knowing where I was going. 

Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)

I could feel the sun as I ran from 
the gun shots that were fired in 
the middle of the street. I didn’t 
know what happened. I just 
heard shots and then I ran and 
never looked back. I didn’t even 
know where I was going. 

Making Connections:  Which 
paragraph would the author most 
likely write? Why is that? Which 
details brought an image in your 
head? Explain. Think-Turn-Talk



Words that appeal to 

Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)



Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)

Words that appeal to 



Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)

Words that appeal to 



Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)

Words that appeal to 



Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)

Words that appeal to



Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)

Practice Enhancing Text w/ 
Sensory Language

• Enhance the sentence below using the sense of smell…

• Enhance the sentence below using the sense of touch…

• Enhance the sentence below using the sense of sight…

With a partner create sensory language 
with these sentences, that will help 
create imagery for the class. Discuss 
sentences with the class.



Sensory Language Creates Imagery (8.8 Fig19D)

Practice Enhancing Text w/ 
Sensory Language

• Enhance the sentence below using the sense of hearing…

• Enhance the sentence below using the sense of taste…

With a partner create sensory language 
with these sentences, that will help 
create imagery for the class. Discuss 
sentences with the class.



Focus on selected TEKS (8.8 Fig 19D)



Figurative Language – Similes & Metaphors (8.8A)

Literal vs. Figurative Language

• Literal Language – Language author’s use to say exactly 
what they mean.  They make no comparison, and they 
do not exaggerate or understate the situation.

The baby’s 
cheeks are red 
after being 
outside.



Figurative Language – Similes & Metaphors (8.8A)

Literal vs. Figurative Language

The baby’s red 
apples on her 
chubby face could 
be seen as she 
came inside from 
being in the 
burning sun.

They use similes, metaphors, 
hyperboles, and other figures of speech to make their writing 
more exciting, effective, convincing, and impressive.



Literal or Figurative?
1. Grant always turns in his homework.

2. The water was rising in the river because of the rain.

3. Her teeth are like stars because they come out at night.

4. When she sings her voice is like velvet.

5. Half of the class did not complete the assignment.

6. I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.

7. Mike was so angry that steam was coming out of his ears.

8. The zebras cried when the wise old elephant died.

9.   I’ve told you a million times to clean up your room.

Think – Pair- Share

Figurative Language – Similes & Metaphors (8.8A)



Figurative Language – Similes & Metaphors (8.8A)

Making Connections:
Which figure of speech 
is the cartoon referring 
to? What is someone 
trying to explain when 
using this type of 
language? Explain. 
Think- Pair- Share.



Figurative Language – Similes & Metaphors (8.8A)



His eyes were like stars.

Susan is as gentle as a kitten.

Figurative Language – Similes & Metaphors (8.8A)



This bag weighs a ton!

I’ve told you a million times 
to clean up your room!

Figurative Language (8.8A)



Miss Warren was worried 
when Wendy was waiting.

Rubber baby buggy bumpers.

Peter Piper picked a peck of 
pickled peppers.

Figurative Language (8.8A)



He’s a lion 
when he fights.

Her eyes were 
sparkling emeralds.

My love is a 
red, red rose.

Figurative Language – Similes & Metaphors (8.8A)



The angry flood waters 
slapped the house.

The sun smiled down on us.

Figurative Language (8.8A)



pow

hiss

tweet, 
tweet

zoom

buzz

Figurative Language (8.8A)



jumbo shrimp

act naturally

climb down

baby grand piano

adult child

Figurative Language (8.8A)



Simile, hyperbole, alliteration, metaphor, 
personification, onomatopoeia, or oxymoron?

1. The street cars are like frosted cakes covered with 
snowflakes.

2. The west wind dances down the road.

3. A train is a dragon that roars through the dark.

4. The band played to a small crowd at the concert.

5. She’s as tiny as a mouse.

6. Her blonde hair shined like the sun.

7.    Susan suddenly stretched slowly.  

Think – Pair- Share

Figurative Language – Similes & Metaphors (8.8A)



Simile, hyperbole, alliteration, metaphor, 
personification, onomatopoeia, or oxymoron?

1. The street cars are like frosted cakes covered with 
snowflakes. simile

2. The west wind dances down the road. personification

3. A train is a dragon that roars through the dark. metaphor

4. The band played to a small crowd at the concert. oxymoron

5. She’s as tiny as a mouse. simile 

6. Her blonde hair shined like the sun. simile

7.    Susan suddenly stretched slowly. alliteration

Teacher Use

Figurative Language – Similes & Metaphors (8.8A)



• Tomas Rivera was born on December 22, 1935, in Crystal 
City, Texas, to Spanish-speaking, migrant farmworkers, 
Florencio and Josefa Rivera. At eleven years old, Rivera 
was in a car accident in Bay City, Michigan. After the 
accident, Rivera decided to write his first story about the 
wreck and called it "The Accident.” 

• Rivera continued writing throughout high school, 
creative pieces as well as essays. He dreamed of being a 
sportswriter as an adult, inspired by what he read most, 
sports articles and adventure stories. His grandfather 
was his main supporter, and provided him with supplies 
and encouragement.

• Rivera worked in the fields alongside his family during 
summer vacations and often missed school because of 
the overlapping work-season. At the beginning of every 
school term, he had to catch up on missed material from 
the previous year. The family labored with many other 
migrant workers in various parts of the Midwest: they 
lived and worked in Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Michigan and North Dakota.

Building Background (Tomás Rivera)

Author, poet, 
and educator



Building Background (the Reyes Magos)
• On January 6, most of the Hispanic world & culture celebrates El Dia De Reyes, 

the Epiphany, remembering the day when the Three Wise Men following the 
star to Bethlehem, arrived bearing their treasured gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh for the Baby Jesus.

• In Mexico and many other Latin American countries, Santa Claus doesn't hold 
the status that he does in the United States. Rather, it is the three wise men 
who are the bearers of gifts, who leave presents in or near the shoes of small 
children. The holiday is also known by the name of the Epiphany which dates 
back to the 4th century. A grand feast would be held on this day to honor the 
occasion of Jesus' baptism and to pay homage to the three wise men.


