RUBRIC FOR FINAL ASSIGNMENT

9:	Papers earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for 8 papers and, in addition, are especially full or apt in their analysis, sophisticated in their explanation and argument, or impressive in their control of language.

8:	Papers earning a score of 8 respond to the prompt effectively, answering all parts of the question completely and demonstrating clear understanding of the passage; recognizes complexities of attitude or tone; demonstrates stylistic maturity through an effective command of sentence structure, diction, and organization; insightful thesis clearly linked to the evidence or assertions presented; seamless incorporation of quotations; consistent focus

7:	Papers earning a score of 7 fit the description of 6 papers, but provide a more complete analysis, explanation, or argument OR demonstrate a more mature prose style.  

6:	Papers earning a score of 6 respond to the prompt adequately, accurately answering all parts of the question and using appropriate evidence, but they are less fully or effectively developed than essays in the top range;. discussion of techniques used in a passage may be less thorough and less specific; well-written in an appropriate style, but  with less maturity than the top papers; demonstrates sufficient control over the elements of writing to present the writer’s ideas clearly; clear, accurate thesis
  
5:	Papers earning a score of 5 analyze, explain, or argue in response to the prompt, but do so unevenly, inconsistently, or insufficiently.  The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the writer’s ideas. May be simplistic, imprecise, overly general or vague.  Organization is attempted, but not fully realized.

4:	Papers earning a score of 4 respond to the prompt inadequately.  They may analyze or explain incorrectly, merely paraphrase, or offer little discussion.  The prose generally conveys the writer’s ideas but may suggest immature control of writing.  The writer attempts to answer the question, but does so either inaccurately or without the support of specific, persuasive evidence; may misinterpret or misrepresent the passage.

3:	Papers earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4, but demonstrate less success in analyzing, explaining, arguing, or providing specific textual evidence.  They are less consistent in controlling the elements of writing.

2:	Papers earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in analyzing, explaining, or arguing.  They may misunderstand the prompt or the passage, offer vague generalizations, substitute simpler tasks such as summarizing the passage or simple listing rhetorical strategies.  The prose often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing.
may be unacceptably brief or poorly written on several counts; response lacks clarity

1:	Papers earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a 2 but are undeveloped, especially simplistic in their explanation and /or argument, or weak in their control of language.	

0:	Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt.
-:	Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off-topic.
	
8:	Demonstrates competence			9 = an enhanced eight			
6:	Suggests competence			7 = an enhanced six
4:	Suggests incompetence			3 = a diminished four
2:	Demonstrates incompetence		1 = a diminished 2

5:	Goes in and out like static when you’re trying to tune in a radio station

UPPER HALF PAPERS employ an “enriched” vocabulary.  The writer “does the work” of guiding the reader through effective organization and fluid syntax.

[bookmark: _GoBack]LOWER HALF PAPERS demonstrate an “impoverished” vocabulary.  The reader “does the work” trying to make sense out of what the writer has written.


