
Focus & Instruction

• English I
• Poetry selection: Still I Rise by Maya Angelou



• Pay attention to questions in Blue Font.
• After reading selection, you will be required to 

answer them.

Note to Students:



ELEMENTS OF POETRY= identify the elements of poetry 
such as lines, stanzas, and rhyme scheme
• How many lines and stanzas are in “Still I Rise”?
IMAGERY= analyze the author’s use of imagery and its 
effect on the overall message
• What picture is painted by the imagery in “Still I Rise”? 

What is it trying to show me or teach me?
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE= analyze how the author uses 
simile, metaphor, hyperbole, and symbols to convey a 
deeper meaning

• In the 3rd stanza, what do the moons and 
suns symbolize?

Focus on selected TEKS (3.FIG19B, 3.A)



Poetry differs from other genres of 
writing primarily in that it is: 1) 
meant to be spoken 2) formatted 
into lines and stanzas and 3) often 
has a musicality to it with elements 
such as rhyme scheme
• Stanzas = the “paragraphs” of 

poems, separated by at least one 
blank line.

• Rhyme scheme = the pattern of 
rhyme, labeled with ABCs. (Ex. 

AABBCC, ABABCC)

Elements of Poetry ( 3A & 3.19B

How many lines and stanzas are in “The 
sun, the Moon and the Stars”?

*Number all the lines in “Still I Rise”.



Imagery is sensory language 
the “paints a picture” for the 
reader by appealing to our 
senses of sight, touch, taste, 
smell, and hearing.
*While reading “Still I Rise” stop 
every 2-5 lines, highlight a sensory 
detail, and then identify the 
sensory it appeals to by annotating 
“I feel”, “I see” “I smell”, etc.

Imagery (Sensory Language) 3.A

Imagery is language 
that:

SEE
HEAR

TOUCH
TASTE
SMELL



Figurative language is the artistic 

and unique way that writers 

manipulate language and meaning 

in order to create a some new 

meaning or interpretation.

Simile = I feel like a polar bear in 

the middle of a desert. 

Hyperbole/Metaphor = My job 

wants me to carry the whole ship.

Symbols = Hearts symbolize love.. 

Flags and eagles symbolize 

freedom. Trees

symbolize life. 

Figurative Language (3.A)

As you read “Still I Rise”, 

circle examples of figurative 
language. What effect does 

the language have?



Building Background (Dr. Maya Angleou)

• Maya Angelou was born in St Louis, Missouri in 1928. Her 
birth name was Marguerite Johnson (her younger brother 
couldn’t pronounce “Marguerite”, so he called her “Mya 
sister” which led to her nickname “Maya.”) 

• She is not only a successful writer of poetry, short stories, 
and autobiographical books, but also worked as a singer, 
dancer, and actress, and college professor. 

• She was also a civil rights activist who worked with MLK and 
Malcolm X. She also fought against apartheid in South 
Africa. Themes of the struggle for equal rights are reflected 
throughout many of her poems. 

• Trailer for a film based on Angelou’s autobiography: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSe7rkK76x4

Writer, professor, actress, dancer, singer, director (1928-2014)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSe7rkK76x4


• As a young child, she was raped by her mother’s boyfriend. After she told her family what 
had happened, he was murdered. Although no one was charged for his crime, many people 
suspect that Maya’s uncles killed him. Maya felt guilty about his death and refused to speak 
for the next five years. A teacher convinced her to reclaim her own voice. 

• Angelou gave birth to a son at the age of seventeen and worked various jobs to support him 
and herself while writing and fighting for civil rights. 

• Her autobiography was an instant bestseller, and was ranked as one of the most influential 
books of all time. 

• She recited a poem at Bill Clinton’s Presidential Inauguration, she was the first African-
American and only woman poet to do so. 

• In 2010, President Obama awarded her the Presidential medal of Freedom.
• She died in 2014 at the age of 86. Speakers at her funeral included Oprah Winfrey and 

Michelle Obama. 

Building Background (Maya Angelou)



Still I Rise
• Published in 1978, in this poem Angelou utilizes 

similes and imagery to paint a picture of 
resilience in the face of oppression. 

• Maya Angelou reading the poem: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqOqo50LS
Z0

• Serena Williams video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZO08C5v
L2A

Still I Rise by Maya Angelou

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqOqo50LSZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZO08C5vL2A


1960s and 1970s:
Maya Angelou published these two poems in her 1978 anthology. Her poems reflect the struggle 

for civil rights in the 1960s and 1970s. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF SELECTION(2.A)



HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF SELECTION (continued)



Sassy
Gold mines
Daybreak
Rise
Oil Wells

REVIEW VOCABULARY

https://1drv.ms/w/s!Asy8dm2I-jss4A1TSyeluz1q-C3O
https://1drv.ms/w/s!Asy8dm2I-jss4A1TSyeluz1q-C3O
https://1drv.ms/w/s!Asy8dm2I-jss4A1TSyeluz1q-C3O
https://1drv.ms/w/s!Asy8dm2I-jss4A1TSyeluz1q-C3O
https://1drv.ms/w/s!Asy8dm2I-jss4A1TSyeluz1q-C3O
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