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Genre Overview

• Literary Nonfiction

• TEKS 8.7 Fig.19D



Focus on selected TEKS (8.7 Fig.19D)



Features of Literary Non-Fiction (8.7 Fig.19D)

“Literary” means “qualities of literature”. That means that 

, such as:

So, literary nonfiction 
is REAL like expository text, 
but looks like FICTION? 

Interesting!

•Themes 
•Sensory Language
•Narrator
•Setting
•Character reactions to events
•Plot (personal narratives)
•Characters experience changes
•Reflection/ Lessons learned
•Time period is the past
•Text structure is chronological/ sequential



Review Point of View



Review Point of View



What literary qualities did Lewis use in the article “From War to 
America”?

• What is the setting?

• What is the point of 
view?

• Did the author use 
sensory language?

• Did the character react 
to an event?

• How does the character 
feel?

• What is the theme? 

• What is the text 
structure?

Let’s discuss as a class!!!!

Discuss



Example of a Literary Nonfiction text:  

The sound of gunfire echoed through the 
apartments where Francois lived with his parents and 

younger brother Cedric. A fierce battle was raging in 
the streets below. And now they were trapped. 

Hours passed. Darkness gave way to early 
morning light. Still, the battle showed no signs of 
ending. By 2 p.m., it had become clear that the 

family needed to leave.

They headed down the street, which was pocked 
with bullet holes—only to find that their escape route 
would put them in full view of armed fighters.
Excerpt from “From War to America” by Kristin Lewis

CPQ: How is this text like fiction?

Practice



Focus on selected TEKS (8.7 Fig.19D)



Focus on selected TEKS (8.7 Fig.19D)



Focus on selected TEKS (8.7 Fig.19D)



Practice: Inferencing Elements of Literary Nonfiction 

As the civil war raged on, Francois and 
Cedric watched the city they loved reduced to 

rubble. Their neighborhood, where kids had 
once played soccer afterschool—and shops 
and restaurants had always been abuzz with 

activity—became littered with bullet casings 
and broken glass. Many of Aleppo’s factories 

were destroyed and entire streets were 
completely wiped off the map.
Excerpt from “From War to America” by Kristin Lewis
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Essential Question

Summary for Journal Notes 
• Answer the Essential Question:

• What are the structural patterns and features of 
literary nonfiction? 

– Sentence stems to help you; use both. 

• Think, turn, and talk to a partner. 

• Please write a brief answer to end your 
notes. 



Hurricane Harvey of 2017 is tied with 

2005's Hurricane Katrina as the costliest tropical 

cyclone on record, inflicting $125 billion in 

damage, primarily from catastrophic rainfall-

triggered flooding in the Houston metropolitan 

area and Southeast Texas. It was the first major 

hurricane to make landfall in the United 

States since 2005. In a four-day period, many 

areas received more than 40 inches of rain as 

the system slowly meandered over eastern 

Texas and adjacent waters, causing 

unprecedented flooding. With peak 

accumulations of 60.58 in. in Nederland, Texas, 

Harvey was the wettest tropical cyclone on 

record in the United States. The resulting floods 

inundated hundreds of thousands of homes, 

which displaced more than 30,000 people and 

prompted more than 17,000 rescues.

Building Background: Hurricane Harvey 



“When Waters Rise“ Introduction

Read the Introduction
on pg. 75

Watch the Studysync video:
https://apps.studysync.com/#!/core-ela/8/185/instructional-path

https://apps.studysync.com/


After Reading: Hurricane Harvey

Hurricane Harvey

Video: “Putting Hurricane Harvey In 
Perspective”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKIv9Cz9WQY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKIv9Cz9WQY


After Reading: “When the Waters Rise”

Flooding After Hurricane Harvey

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWoDWoCtjQQ

Video: “Texas teen uses boat to rescue 
at least 50 Harvey victims”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWoDWoCtjQQ


Review Vocabulary

Vocabulary

• sustained

• sheer

• prioritize

• skeptical 

• reluctant

• cliché 

For teacher use.



Review STAAR Question Stems TEKS (8.7 Fig.19D)

STAAR Question Stems
• The author describes his experience in a way that highlights—

• Why did the author tell _______ to ___________ in paragraph 
__?

• Paragraphs __ an __ are mainly a description of—

• The organization of the selection allows the author to—

• Which sentence best demonstrates that the author 
__________?

• Through his experiences ___________, the author gained—

• In which sentence does the author use an analogy to express 
__________?

• What can the reader conclude about ______ based on 
_________?

• What is the most likely reason why the author is _________?

• The author includes the detailed description of ___ most likely 
to—

• Which sentence suggests that __________?

• The author uses a bulleted list in order to highlight—

For teacher use.
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