
Focus & Instruction
Day 1

• ELAR 8th Grade

• Learning About Empathy



Empathy 



Empathy - The 
experience of 
understanding another 
person's thoughts, 
feelings, and condition 
from his or her point of 
view, rather than from 
one's own.

What is Empathy?



Why is Empathy Important?
Empathy is important because 
it helps us understand how 
others are feeling so we can 
respond appropriately to their 
situations.  Putting ourselves 
in someone else’s shoes allows 
us to be there for others in 
their times of need, instead of 
inadvertently making things 
worse for them.



Let’s see what others have to 

say…

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aU3QfyqvHk8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aU3QfyqvHk8


Action Brainstorm

Essential Question: How can we help 
everyone in our community feel included?

As a class, discuss and identify one conflict 
or issue at school that causes kids to feel 
isolated. Brainstorm a quick list of ideas on 
how the students could address the issue in 
order to provide a more nurturing 
environment/culture.



• As we read in the upcoming week, think 

about how being around empathetic 

people might have made an impact on 

our author’s lives.

Something to keep in mind…



Focus & Instruction
Day 2

• ELAR 8th Grade

• Literary Non-Fiction- from Life Without Limits

&                                                       
Marie Cosgrove: Faith, Grit, 
and Hope



Teacher’s Instructions for 
Journal Notes:

• You will only copy the YELLOW words!!
• Please write neatly.
• Pay attention to questions in BLUE FONT.
• They are examples of things to think about as you read.



• Our area of study is:

8.3 Students analyze, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about theme in different cultural, historical, 
and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the 
text to support their understanding. 

• As we read this week we will be:

-Analyzing the life of Nick Vujicic and Marie Cosgrov
and studying what critical beliefs about life both 
authors are trying to convey to us

Focus on selected TEK (8.3 )



Theme- THE MEssage or lesson that the 
author is trying to convey to the reader.

Theme (8.3)

What do you think the author 
wants you to learn from this 
story?

How might your understanding 
of the theme of this story make 
your own life better?



It is what the writer is trying to say 

about life

It never explicitly mentions details 

from the story

More than one theme may be 

interpreted in a single story

It is commonly a universal idea

Key Points About Theme

Theme (8.3)



Theme (8.3)



• Usually themes are only found in fictional pieces.  
However, since the texts we will be reading this week are 
Literary Nonfiction, they lend themselves to analyzing 
theme as the narrators do face problems (conflict) in life 
and must resolve them (as in fictional plot).

Theme (8.3)



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RecVd-6g-IY

Let’s take a closer look…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RecVd-6g-IY


Building Background (Nick Vujicic)

• Nick was born in December of 1982 in Australia.  Without 
any signs or previous warning, he was born with 
phocomelia, a rare disease in which a person has no arms 
or legs.  Haven been blindsided by his abnormality, his 
parents initially struggled to accept their son.  However, 
they eventually came to embrace the situation and see it as 
“God’s plan for their son.”

• Nick’s early days were difficult. Throughout his childhood, 
he not only dealt with the typical challenges of school and 
adolescence, but he also struggled with depression and 
loneliness. Nick constantly wondered why he was different 
than all the other kids. He questioned the purpose of life, 
or if he even had a purpose.  At his lowest point, he even 
attempted ending his own life. 

Author, Motivational Speaker, Christian Evangelist (1982- )



Building Background (Nick Vujicic)

• As Nick grew up, he learned to deal with his disability and 
gradually accomplished more on his own. A janitor at his 
high school inspired him to start speaking publicly about 
overcoming adversity, so Nick starting speaking to small 
groups of students when he was 19. Since his first speaking 
engagement at age 19, Nick has traveled around the world, 
sharing his story with millions, sometimes in stadiums filled 
to capacity, speaking to a range of diverse groups such as 
students, teachers, young people, business professionals 
and church congregations of all sizes. Today this dynamic 
young evangelist has accomplished more than most people 
achieve in a lifetime. 



Building Background (Nick Vujicic)

• According to Nick, the victory over his struggles, as well as his strength and 
passion for life today, can be credited to his faith in God. His family, friends and 
the many people he has encountered along the journey have inspired him to 
carry on, as well.

• Nick is now an author, musician, actor, and his hobbies include fishing, painting 
and swimming.  Nick established Life Without Limbs ministry in 2005. He is 
currently serving as President and CEO.



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJnJ_fTYofQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJnJ_fTYofQ


Phocomelia

Autonomy

Slum

Rank

REVIEW VOCABULARY
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