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Lesson 1: Organizing the New Government
1. After the Battle of San Jacinto, Texans approved the Texas Constitution and elected Sam 

Houston as the first president of the Republic of Texas. 
2. Houston faced many challenges, including a large debt, conflicts with the Native 

Americans, and the need for recognition of the republic’s independence by other 
countries. 

3. In order to deal with the massive public debt, Houston and congress placed a tax on 
imported goods, property, and livestock, and also reduced the army

4. The Texas Rangers were formed in 1835; they were volunteers who protected the frontier 
from attacks by the Native Americans. 

5. Santa Anna cooperated with Houston and was released, but the new president of Mexico 
still refused to acknowledge the republic. 

6. 6  Houston sent a government agent named Charles Sims to try to make peace with the 
Native Americans who were attacking the settlements. 

7  Many Texans wanted Texas to be annexed by the United States, but the United States was 
hesitant about jeopardizing relations with Mexico. 
8. In March of 1837, the United States finally recognized the independent Republic of Texas



Lesson 2: Lamar as President
1. Mirabeau Lamar easily won the presidency after Sam Houston’s term ended.
2. Lamar’s goals differed from Houston’s in several ways: he was against annexation, he

believed force should be used against the Native Americans, and he made it a priority
to gain recognition of the republic by Mexico.

3.  During Lamar’s presidency, the capital was moved to Austin, a new city on the frontier.
4.  One of Lamar’s policies was to improve education, and Congress responded by setting

aside land for public schools.
5.  Lamar distrusted the Native Americans and believed that many of them were allied

with Mexico.
6.  Lamar launched a military campaign against the Cherokee resulting in the Native

American group fleeing Texas.
7.  The Council House Fight was meant to be a peaceful meeting to negotiate with the

Comanche, but it led to several battles and many deaths, and eventually the 
Comanchealso fled Texas. 



8. Lamar built up the navy in order to convince Mexico to 
recognize the independence of Texas. 

9. Although Congress rejected Lamar’s plan to annex Santa Fe 
from the Mexican territory, he tried to do it anyway and 
failed.

10.  Lamar’s presidency caused bloodshed, a huge increase in 
the public debt, and even more strained relations with Mexico.



Lesson 3: Houston’s Second Administration 
1. • Houston easily won a second term after the Lamar 

presidency, and he set about reversing many of his 
predecessor’s policies.

2. • Houston drastically cut spending and renewed peace talks 
with Native American groups. 

3. • When Mexico tried to seize San Antonio for the second time, 
Jack Coffee Hays led the Texas Rangers to victory over the 
Mexican army in the Battle of Salado Creek. 

4. • The Mier Expedition ended in tragedy when 17 Texans were 
killed on Santa Anna’s orders after a troop of Texans attacked 
the Mexican city of Mier.

5. • Houston also dealt with violence in East Texas between the 
Regulators and Moderators; although the militia stopped the 
larger battles, smaller feuds between the groups continued. 


