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The Purpose

Your purpose here is to map out the various positions on a single issue within the larger controversy, clearly stating what those positions are, and highlighting the relationships among them. Do not present a biased, one-sided view of the controversy and the issues that surround it, but instead aim for presenting as many differing views as possible. Similarly, do not assume that the various rhetors do not know what they are talking about. If you have selected issues that are genuinely controversial, there are bound to be several legitimately argumentative positions: your job is to articulate each position’s most compelling argument without passing judgment.
One way to maintain a neutral ethos for this project is to give each “side” an equal opportunity to present its position from its own perspective. Be sure to attribute statements and supports to their original rhetors. Phrases of attribution, e.g., “according to…,” “as stated by…,” (there are many others of course), along with attributive verbs indicating that someone has expressed a particular position, e.g., “argues,” “advocates,” “asserts,” contends,” “suggests,” (again, there are many others) will demonstrate that the argument you are presenting is not necessarily your own.

Be sure the issue you choose to analyze is indeed argumentative from several positions. Arguments address controversies; their purpose may be to change actions or interpretations. Most importantly, however, an argument sets forth the rhetor’s position with claims, reasons, and supports. Avoid “arguments” with which most people will not have much to argue, such as the dehumanization of genocide. More specifically, avoid framing issues in such a way as to limit the amount of disagreement. 
For example, while most people will not disagree that genocide is atrocious, there may be vast disagreement about the quality and quantity of the western world’s ethical and political obligations in genocidal situations. So, a controversy map about genocide in general won’t get you very far, but one that traces the different positions people have about the necessity for U.S. military intervention to end genocides in foreign countries is much more specific and interesting, allowing for a deeper, detailed map. 

A generic audience for this essay, then, will be sharp, concerned, and interested, but not particularly well-informed, citizens who are looking to you for an unbiased and complete account of the issue. 

The Instructions
Again, your analysis is primarily concerned with the content of various arguments (as opposed to structure), meaning you will have to understand and articulate each position and its main claim(s) with logic, depth, and sustainability.

In the first few pages, you will need to sketch out the basics of the larger controversy for your audience, and then offer a sense of your particular issue’s significance to that larger controversy. For example, you may want to explain what events turned the issue into a controversy, who the issue effects, how the outcome of the issue may effect them and others, and why the issue is worth a larger societal discussion. 

Next, you will need to accomplish both of the following: 

1) 
Describe the various positions, or the various solutions, ranging across the entire field of 
the issue.

2) 
Indicate points among the positions where they agree and disagree. Where are they similar and where are they dissimilar? Where do they converge and diverge? Why? This is the most challenging, but the most important and interesting, part of the assignment. Please don’t skip this step.
Conclude with a reiteration of the relations among the various positions and their significance, or a general reflection on what your essay has accomplished and how mapping this issue helps your group better understand the larger controversy. And remember that throughout you are expected to present neutral descriptions free from your own opinions.
Your essay should be five to seven pages (1500 – 2100 words). 
Read the rubric before beginning the assignment!
Please follow all format and citation guidelines listed in the SPURS Course Policy Statement. You will submit version 1.1 for peer review and instructor feedback. Instructors will give points on 1.1 based on completeness and attention to the assignment’s expectations. After you receive feedback from your instructor and peers, you will submit version 1.2 for teacher and instructor grading using a standard rubric. You will upload both 1.1 and 1.2 to the appropriate forums for your school in the official SPURS website. Please follow the instructions in each forum to submit successfully. Please submit all work complete and on time. Late work will be penalized, as noted in the policy statement. 

Research Requirements
For this essay you will place at least six (6) sources in conversation with each another. At least three of these must be print sources. Online versions of print sources, e.g., magazines, newspapers, academic journals, count as print sources. Otherwise, you are free to use web-only based sources like blogs, videos, etc.

Also, you should strive to use sources current within the past five years for the most accurate and fruitful information. The important thing is that the sources assist you in deciphering, dissecting, and discussing the various arguments comprising your particular issue and the larger controversy.  
Your essay must include a Works Cited page in MLA format at the end of your essay. The Works Cited does not count towards the total length. 
The Grading Criteria
You will be evaluated according to the following criteria. For a grade of ‘C’ or higher your essay must:
· Strategically and effectively incorporate at least six sources, at least three of which are print sources and all are current within the last ten years.

· Summarize and analyze all positions fairly, without advocacy and bias.
· Demonstrated ability to use multiple argumentative sources, and to describe their relationships.
· Ability to conduct extensive, appropriate, useful research.
· Document all sources accurately, in-text and Works Cited, using MLA formatting.
· Effective essay organization (paragraphs and transitions). 
· Clear and precise sentence-level rhetoric (grammar and style). 
· Develop a complete essay of the required length of 5 – 7 pages.

· Participate in peer review.

· Turn in all work on time, uploaded to the appropriate SPURS website forum.
Good Luck.
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